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WOCHEN 

REF: MOSCOW 12179 

1. BERLIN CDU CHAIRMAN PETER LORENZ (QUOTED IN TAGESSPIEGEL 
AUGUST 24) SHARPLY REBUTTED PRAVDA CLAIMS THAT EUROPEAN 
COUNCIL ART EXHIBITION CURRENTLY BEING HELD IN WEST 
BERLIN CONSTITUTES A VIOLATION OP THE QUADRIPARTITE 
AGREEMENT. LORENZ TERMED SOVIET COMMENTARY "ANOTHER 
ATTEMPT TO TURN THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT INTO A 
GUILLOTINE POR BERLIN'S TIES WITH THE ERG AND THE FREE 

PART OF EUROPE." AS SUMMARIZED BY TAGESSPIEGEL AUGUST 23, 

PRAVDA EDITORIAL HAD ASSERTED THAT WEST BERLIN DOES NOT 
NOW AND NEVER BELONGED TO THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL AND CONDEMNED 
THE ORGANIZATION AS BEING UNDER "INPLUENCE OF THOSE PEOPLE 
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WHO USE EVERY PRETEXT TO CREATE THE ILLUSION THAT WEST 
BERLIN BELONGS TO THE FRG. 

2. WITHDRAWAL OP POLAND AND HUNGARY PROM PARTICIPATION 
IN THE BERLIN PESTIVAL WEEKS (PESTWOCHEN) WAS WIDELY 
ATTRIBUTED IN PRESS TO SOVIET UNHAPPINESS OVER THE 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL EXHIBITION BEING HELD CONCURRENTLY 

IN BERLIN, ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC LINKAGE 
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OF THE TWO EVENTS BY THE EAST. COUNSELOR OF POLISH 
MILITARY MISSION SEDZIWY TOLD BRITISH POLITICAL ADVISOR 
AUGUST 18 THAT THERE HAD CERTAINLY BEEN A POLITICAL 
MOTIVE BEHIND THE POLISH FESTWOCHEN CANCELLATION, BUT 
HIS INSTRUCTIONS HAD GIVEN NO HINT OF ITS NATURE. HE 
COULD ONLY GUESS IT CONCERNED THE "TRENDS OF THE 
TWENTIES" SHOW. HE VIEWED THE WITHDRAWAL AS A PERSONAL 
DISAPPOINTMENT AND REGRETTED THE BREAKING OF CONTRACTS 
THIS NECESSITATED. SEDZIWY DID MAINTAIN THAT THE 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE WAS AN OBJECTIONABLE ORGANIZATION 
WHICH DID MORE HARM THAN GOOD FOR EUROPE AS A WHOLE 
BY SEEKING TO DIVIDE IT. POLAND WAS NONETHELESS EAGER 
TO ORGANIZE FURTHER EVENTS IN BERLIN, HE CLAIMED, AND 
EXPRESSED OPTIMISM THAT THE 1978 WORLD SWIMMING CHAM- 
PIONSHIPS WOULD TAKE PLACE WITHOUT QUARRELS. 

3. NEW HUNGARIAN CONSUL GENERAL IN WEST BERLIN (NAGY), 

IN INITIAL CALL ON BRITISH COMMANDANT AUGUST 16, 

CITED "TECHNICAL REASONS" FOR HIS OWN COUNTRY'S 
PULLING OUT OF THE FESTIVAL WEEKS, AND AGREED THE 
WITHDRAWAL WAS "A BAD THING." 

4. COMMENT: IN 1966 THE ALLIED KOMMANDATURA ALLOWED 
THE EXTENSION TO BERLIN OF THE TREATY CONFERRING 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP ON THE FRG. HOWEVER, 

BERLIN'S MEMBERSHIP OR NON-MEMBERSHIP IN THE COUNCIL 
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IS NOT A REAL ISSUE: THERE IS NO REASON THE ART EXHIBIT 
COULD NOT HAVE TAKEN PLACE EVEN IF BERLIN WERE NOT PART 
OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL. IF THE SOVIET UNION, BY 

CAUSING THE POLES AND HUNGARIANS TO PULL OUT OF THE FESTWOCHEN, 
IS TRYING TO PUNISH WEST BERLIN FOR ALLOWING THE 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL EXHIBITION TO TAKE PLACE HERE, WE 
BELIEVE IT IS A PUNISHMENT WHICH WILL BE TAKEN IN 
STRIDE. THE EXHIBITION, INCIDENTALLY, IS AN OVERWHELM- 
ING SUCCESS WITH CONSTANT CAPACITY CROWDS AT ITS FOUR 
SITES. THIS SAID, IT REMAINS NEVERTHELESS TRUE THAT 
THE SOVIET QUIBLLING OVER AN ART EXHIBITION 
DOES CAUSE SOME UNEASINESS AMONG BERLINERS WHO WONDER 
WHAT THE SOVIETS HAVE IN MIND IN MAKING SUCH OUTRAGEOUS 
PROTESTS. GEORGE 
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